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billable 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will repla 
application. 

1. (Previously presented) A method 
coupling a plurality of bridge 
more network elements providing 

receiving charging events at the 
details of the billable services; and 

managing charging transactions 
respective charging elements via the 
charging transaction initiated by co: 
modules is configured with a subset 
module, and one of the bridge modules 
rules and distribute the subsets of rules 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL R\X CEOT&R 

OCT 2 8. 2008 

:e all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 



co uprising: 



modules 1 



at the anetwork between the network elements and their 
modules through the application of rules to the 
rresrjonding charging events, wherein each of the bridge 

rules assigned to the services managed by that bridge 
is designated as a primary bridge module to receive the 
o the remaining bridge modules. 



bridge 3 



oflhe 



2. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 
charging events by the network element 
events comprise service use parameters 

3. (Canceled) 



4. (Previously presented) The method 

implementing an application 
elements providing billable services to 
one or more bridge modules; and 

generating and transmitting the 
billable services, wherein transmitting 
formatted charging events pursuant to 



to form a logical network layer between one or 
services and one or more charging elements; 
bridge modules, wherein the charging events record 



further comprising generating and transmitting the 
5 providing the billable services, wherein the charging 
osed by the charging elements. 



a$ in Claim 1, further comprising: 
programming interface (API) at each of the network 
interface each of the respective network elements to the 

c harging events by the network elements providing the 
tlte charging events comprises transmitting XML- 
thfc API. 
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5. (Original) the method as in Claim 
intercepting the charging events dispatdhed 



6. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 
applying the rules to transform the chaining 
elements. 



7. (Original) The method as in Claim 
events comprises converting the charging 



8. (Original) The method as in Claim 6 
events comprises filtering the charging 
charging events to the charging elementfe 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
: vents to prevent transmission of particular ones of the 



9. (Original) The method as in Claim 6 
events comprises recalculating fields of |the 
in the charging elements. 



10. (Original) The method as in Claim 
events comprises routing the charging 



11. (Original) The method as in Claim 
charging events via interface objects coi 



12. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 
events to the interface objects corresponding 
the transformed charging events. 



, wherein receiving charging events comprises 

by the network elements to the charging elements. 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
events to a format recognizable by targeted charging 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
events from a first format to a second format. 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
charging events to present the fields in units utilized 



>, wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
to multiple destinations. 



events 



5 further comprising transmitting the transformed 
Responding to respective charging elements. 



1 , further comprising directing the transformed charging 
to targeted charging elements based on the rules and 
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13. (Original) The method as in Claim 12, wherein directing the transformed charging events 
further comprises applying the rules to the transformed charging events to identify addresses of 
the interface objects corresponding to t le targeted charging elements. 



14. (Original) The method as in Claim 
selecting an interface object for 
selecting an interface object comprises 
determined by object configuration rulek 



1 , wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
commufiicating with a corresponding charging element, wherein 
dentifying one of a plurality of the interface objects as 



15. (Original) The method as in Claim 
performing a plurality of transaction 
sequence dictated by the rules. 



1, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
operations with a plurality of the charging elements in a 



16. (Original) The method as in Claim 
operations with a plurality of the charging 
messages from at least one of the charging 
operations. 



17. (Original) The method as in Claim 
coordinating one or more communications 
transaction. 



18. (Original) The method as in Claim 
charging elements comprises transmitting 
applying the rules to the charging transaction 



1% (Original) The method as in Claim 
charging elements further comprises 
element^ and transmitting a second call 
rules to the response to the first call. 



5, wherein performing a plurality of transaction 
elements comprises applying the rules to responsive 
elements to perform one or more of the transaction 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
with the charging elements to carry out the charging 



7, wherein coordinating the communications with the 
I a first call to a first charging element in response to 
initiated by the corresponding charging event. 



1|8, wherein coordinating the communications with the 
a response to the first call from the first charging 
a second charging element in response to applying the 



rect iving 



to 
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20-23 (Cancelled) 

24. (Previously presented) The methoc 
console coupled to the primary bridge rfrodule 

25-61. (Canceled) 



executa >le 



services 



or e 



62. (New) An apparatus, comprising; 
a processor configured with 

couple one or more bridge modules 
network elements providing billable 

receive charging events at the 
record details of the billable services; 

manage charging transactions 
respective charging elements via the oni 
to the Charging transaction initiated by 
charging transactions comprises applying 
recognizable by targeted charging elements, 



63. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 6: 
apparatus to generate and transmit the 
billable- services, wherein the charging events 
charging elements. 



as in Claim 1 , further comprising entering the rules at a 



instructions that cause the apparatus to: 
to form a logical network layer between one or more 
and one or more charging elements; 
or more bridge modules, wherein the charging events 

aAd 

at|the network between the network elements and their 
or more bridge modules through the application of rules 
corresponding charging events, wherein managing the 
g the rules to transform the charging events to a format 



, wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
events by the network elements providing the 
comprise service use parameters used by the 



cl targing < 



64. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 62, wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
apparatus to: 

implement an application 

providing billable services to interface 

more bridge modules; and 



prograipming interface (API) at each of the network elements 
e£ch of the respective network elements to the one or 
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generate and transmit the chaxg ing 
services, wherein transmitting the charing 
charging events pursuant to the API. 



65. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 6|2 
intercepting the charging events dispatdhed 



66. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 
applying the rules to transform the 
elements. 



6 > 5 wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
charging events to a format recognizable by targeted charging 



6(> 



67. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 
events comprises converting the chargir 



6<i 



68. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 
events comprises filtering the charging 
charging events to the charging elementk 



69. (Nqw) The apparatus as in Claim 6( 
events comprises recalculating fields of [the 
in the charging elements. 



70. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 66 
events Comprises routing the charging e^ 



71 . (Neyv) The apparatus as in Claim 66 , 
apparatus to transmit the transformed chkrging 
respective charging elements. 



events by the network elements providing the billable 
events comprises transmitting XML- formatted 



, wherein receiving charging events comprises 

by the network elements to the charging elements. 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
g events from a first format to a second format. 



, wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
events to prevent transmission of particular ones of the 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
charging events to present the fields in units utilized 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
ents to multiple destinations. 



wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
events via interface objects corresponding to 
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71 



72. (Njew) The apparatus as in Claim 
apparatus to direct the transformed c. 
targeted charging elements based on th£ 



, wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
hafging events to the interface objects corresponding to 
rules and the transformed charging events. 



73. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 
fiuthei? comprises applying the rules to 
the interface objects corresponding to 



72 



, wherein directing the transformed charging events 
he transformed charging events to identify addresses of 
targeted charging elements. 



74. (N*w) The apparatus as in Claim 
selecting an interface object for 
selecting an interface object comprises 
determined by object configuration rule 



the 



6> 



>, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
communicating with a corresponding charging element, wherein 
: dentifying one 6f a plurality of the interface objects as 



75. (Ntjw) The apparatus as in Claim 
perfonjiing a plurality of transaction 
sequence dictated by the rules. 



62 



operations 



76. (Nejw) The apparatus as in Claim 7i 

operations with a plurality of the chargii ig 

i 

messages from at least one of the chargi lg 
operations. 



77. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 62 
coordinating one or more communicatio is 
transaction. 



78. (Nejv) The apparatus as in Claim 77 
charging elements comprises transmittin 
applying the rules to the charging transaction 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
with a plurality of the charging elements in a 



, wherein performing a plurality of transaction 
elements comprises applying the rules to responsive 
elements to perform one or more of the transaction 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
with the charging elements to carry out the charging 



wherein coordinating the communications with the 
a first call to a first charging element in response to 
initiated by the corresponding charging event. 
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79. (Njew) The apparatus as in Claim 

charging elements further comprises 

j 

element, and transmitting a second call 
rules tb the response to the first call. 



7|8 ? wherein coordinating the communications with the 
receiving a response to the first call from the first charging 
to a second charging element in response to applying the 



80. (N£w) The apparatus as in Claim 6fc 
apparatus to receive the rules at a consdle 



85. A pomputer-readable storage 
apparatus, perform: 

; coupling a plurality of bridge modules 
more njetwork elements providing billable 

jreceiving charging events at the 
details bf the billable services; and 

managing charging transactions 
respective charging elements via the 
charginjg transaction initiated by corresponding 
module|s is configured with a subset of the 
module!, and one of the bridge modules 



medii m encoded with instructions that, when executed by an 

to form a logical network layer between one or 
services and one or more charging elements; 
bridge modules, wherein the charging events record 



rules arid distribute the subsets of rules to 



86. (NeW) The computer-readable 
instructions further cause the apparatus 
elements providing the billable 
parameters used by the charging elements 



network 
use 



87. (Nejv) The computer-readable 

I 

instructions further cause the apparatus t ) 



wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
coupled to the primary bridge module. 



bri< ige 



it a network between the network elements and their 
modules through the application of rules to the 
charging events, wherein each of the bridge 
rules assigned to the services managed by that bridge 
designated as a primary bridge module to receive the 
the remaining bridge modules. 



storage medium as in Claim 85, wherein the executable 
generate and transmit the charging events by the 
services, wherein the charging events comprise service 



storaj ;e medium as in Claim 85, wherein the executable 



8 
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| implement an application 
providing billable services to interface 
more bridge modules; and 

generate and transmit the 
services, wherein transmitting the charging 
charging events pursuant to the API 



programming interface (API) at each of the network elements 
jach of the respective network elements to the one or 



: charging 



88. (N6w) The computer-readable storage 



events 



medium as in Claim 85, wherein receiving charging 
comprises intercepting the chargfng events dispatched by the network elements to the 



charging elements. 



89. (NT- 



storage 



Jew) The computer-readable 
transactions comprises applying the 
recognizable by targeted charging elements 



transform 



second 



rules 



' stora ge 



90. (New) The computer-readable 

the charging events comprise* 
: format. 



91. (New) The computer-readable stora 
transfoijm the charging events comprise! 
particular ones of the charging events to 



(New) 



92 

transforin 
fields ir 



The computer-readable storaj*< 
the charging events comprises 
units utilized in the charging elements 



93. (New) The computer-readable storage 
transform the charging events comprises 



i 



events by the network elements providing the billable 
events comprises transmitting XML-formatted 



medium as in Claim 85, wherein managing charging 
to transform the charging events to a format 



medium as in Claim 89, wherein applying the rules to 
converting the charging events from a first format to a 



je medium as in Claim 89, wherein applying the rules to 
filtering the charging events to prevent transmission of 
the charging elements. 



;e medium as in Claim 89, wherein applying the rules to 
recalculating fields of the charging events to present the 



medium as in Claim 89, wherein applying the rules to 
routing the charging events to multiple destinations. 
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94. (New) The computer-readable storkge 
instructions further cause the apparatus 
object^ corresponding to respective charging 



95. (Nfew) The computer-readable storige 
instructions further cause the apparatus 
objects corresponding to targeted charging 
charging events. 



96. (N4w) The computer-readable stor; 
transformed charging events further 
i jto identify addresses of the i 



events 



elements 



storage 



inteiface 



97. (Ndw) The computer-readable 
transactions comprises selecting an 

element, wherein selecting an 
interface objects as determined b> 



charging 
of the i 



transactions 



chargin 

99. (Ne 
plurality T 
the rules 
more of 



ge medium as in Claim 95, wherein directing the 
comprises applying the rules to the transformed charging 
objects corresponding to the targeted charging 



interlace 



• stora ie 



98. (Nejw) The computer-readable 
; comprises performing a 
; elements in a sequence dictatec 



plu -al 



storage 



n) The computer-readable 
of transaction operations with a 
to responsive messages from at 
the transaction operations. 



medium as in Claim 89, wherein the executable 
to transmit the transformed charging events via interface 
elements. 



medium as in Claim 94, wherein the executable 
to direct the transformed charging events to the interface 
elements based on the rules and the transformed 



medium as in Claim 85, wherein managing charging 
object for communicating with a corresponding 
interface object comprises identifying one of a plurality 
object configuration rules. 



medium as in Claim 85, wherein managing charging 
lity of transaction operations with a plurality of the 
by the rules. 



medium as in Claim 98, wherein performing a 
plurality of the charging elements comprises applying 
least one of the charging elements to perform one or 



10 
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100. (New) The computer-readable 
transactions comprises coordinating on 
carry dut the charging transaction 



stcjrage medium as in Claim 85, wherein managing charging 
or more communications with the charging elements to 
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